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the top story.

Falling to effect a sale, Mr. Bushwick
had the house put In repair and an-
nounced that be {ntended to live there.
He also announced that be should use
it as an observatory. Of course the
villagers knew what an observatory
was. When Mr. Bnshwick's telescope
and tripod arrived and were set up on
the veranda he permitted the villagers
to hive a look—not at the bheavens, but
&t the earth. They could almost see
the houseflies in the town beneath
thelr feot,

“Gentlemen,” sald Mr., Bushwick
when all was ready, “the price of this
property is $400, It will increase $100
per week untll sold,”

Of course he was loony, but so long
as he nppeared harmless the people
would only laugh at him. The first
one to make a discovery was a Mr.
Graham. He was an old man, and he
had an old wife. They were always
wrangling, more or less, When they
bad wrangled about so long each time
he would box her ears. Two days aft-
er the “observators” had been estab-
Usbed and as the old couple sat on the
plazza of thelr house a wrangle took
place. After a bit the husband leoked
around, and, seeing no one passing,
be administered a cuff. A moment
later be happened to look up on the
uill snd saw that the telescope was
traived uvpon hlm. If there was any
doubt that Mr. Bushwick bod seen that
cuft inflicted it was dispelled by the
waving of a smull white flag,

Elder Thompson was a good man, 1
very good man, as all elders should 1«
and are. He was sitting In his back
yard under an apple tree, thinking
bow good and peaceful and nice it
wias to be real good, when a bumble-
bee came along and lifted him once
for his mother's sake. After coming
down from hls high jump the elder
broke down & young cherry tree, tore
down & panel of the fence and ran his
dog Into the house, It was no wore
than & good man should do, but when
be looked up und saw that accusing
telescope and white flug he felt hurt
and consclence stricken.

A dezen other thiogs of the kind
bappened during the first week, and
then the citizens decided that an ob-
servatory was unlowful. They con-
sulted a lawyer, and he smiled ot them,
He told them the town could be sur-
rounded by observatories and not con.
fict with any law, Then it was
thought bLest to make up & shake purse
and buy Mr, Bushwlick out.
“Gentlemen,” said 'he telescope man
when they approanched him on the sub-
Ject, “the price of this property Is
8500, Take it or leave It

“But you have no right to be spying
on our homes,"” was retorted.

“There 18 no spying. 1 am slmply
surveying the earth before me. 1f any
of you happen to come within wy
range of vislon 1 enpnot help it. I do
not think 1 ehall write a book on what
I see, 1 wny, but do not think s0."

The cltizens refused to pay the sum
pamed and went down the LUl to thelp
homes, while Mr, Bushwick returned
to his post aud his telescope. One of
the residents of the villnge was an old
mald named Miss Buunderson, She
had & bhome of her own, She was fond
of strolling In ber garden, A Mr, Blos-
som, Wwho lUved next door, was fond of
leaning over the line fence snd quot-
Ing poetry to her. His wife had warn-
od lim to stop It or she would quote
gsomething to him, but on a certaln aft-
ernoon be forgot the warnlog and was
repeating “Sbherldan's IRide" to Miss
Saunderson when there came a wife,
a club oud a cataclysw. The telescope
took It all fn. The white ing waved
Joyously. Dozens of people saw it
wave aud went hunting for the cause,
and there wos some more to talk
about. Two or three days later a coms-
mittee ¢limbed the hill with $300 in its
hind pocket and told Mr. Bushwick to
take it and get out.

“Gentlemen, 1 am sorey If you have
been put to any trouble,” he kindly re-
plled, “but the figure on the property
1s $600, You see, a sort of real estate
boom has set in.”

The committee hemmed and bawed
and refused to pay. Two days after
that the report spread that the observ-
alory man was guing to have a night
a8 well ns o day gliss—a glnss that
would almost see through o ploe door
Then there wos a bustle. Three men
took up the task of collecting. Oh, no;
they were not afrald of the day glass
or the night glass or uny other kind
of glass, but 1t wonld be a great fm-
provewent to the landscape to remove
the bouse on the hill and set out some
pine trees there. When they went up
to see Mr. Bushwick again be wanted
$700, but, seeing It wns they and see-
Ing they wanted to better the land-
scape, he would throw off $30 and get
out. In three days be was gone, and
the sigh of rellef that went up was
heard all over Loraine county. Things
do happen yet in that town, but the
world pever hears of them.

The Bed In Sickness.

Few people realize that for moat
diseases the bed, sod it alone, ia the
greéatest, surest, guickest cure the
world snd ages of sclence have yet
discovered or bestowed. People ns a
rale look upon going to bed for sfck-
ness 88 A necessary and unavoldable
consequence of sickness instead of
looking upon it. as thay should, aa be-
ing the very first and greatest part of
the cure of the case.—~New York Presa

Puzzling.
“Mosh ‘shtr'ord’'nary thing! Here

tsh middle o' the night an’ my wvie
watch ‘sb polatin’ t* noon."—Life.

4

'SHUWS IN LONDON

Crowds That Gather to Secure
Seats In the Pit.

A LONG WAIT FOR TICKETS.

io a town in the state of Ohlo, The | The Line, Orderly and Well Dressed,

Begine to Férm as Early as 5 o'Cleck
In the Afterncon and In Case of
Popular Play Even Earlier.

In the better London theaters It
coits 2s, 8d. to go Ioto the pit, which,
relatively speaking, Is a good sum to
pay, for a half dollar in New York
Isn't much better than a shilling ln
London when It comes to purchasing
value.

The pit crowd begins to assemble as
ecarly as § o'clock in the afternoon and
In cases of a great success even earlier
than that. My first experience as a
pittite occurred in London one summer
night two years ago, when, after valn
efforts to buy, borrow, beg or steal
stalls for g popular pluy, writes Adolph
Klauber In the Green Book, I finnlly
decided to see It from the pit. When 1
arrived at the theater, about 5 o'clock
one Saturday afternoon, 1 found there
was already & long line of men and
boys and womeon, the foremost with
face glued to the pit door and the line
extending far beyond the parrow pas-
Bageway to the street In front of the
theater, Now, with every desire in the
world to send my New York constit-
uency some news of this great reign-
ing success and not without some cu-
rloslty of my own 1 was still far from
willing to cool my heels for the best
part of three hours until the doors
ghould open. “

I turned and found a newsboy at my
elbow,

“I'll "old your place for you, sir,” he
repeated. *'What time ‘1l you be back 7'

It was then that 1 discovered for the
first thme this London institution, the
place holder at the door of the pit, one
of the many means by which one of
the struggling uncmployed or of the
poorly pald seeks to add a few shil-
lings to his meager, frugal income.
There was no risk involved. The boy
was quick to note the forelgner,

“It'l be all rolght, sir," he eald in
his cheerful cockney way, “Is the
lady coming too? Me and me friend 'll
stand in line, and all you'll have to do
will be to change places with us when
you come around tonight. Only a
shillln® aplece, It's worth It, sir, not
to have to walr"

At T o'clock we were back in the
narrow court, but long before 1 had
been nble to disentangle my boy from
the dozen or so others, all looking very
much allke, hls cheerful tones greeted
me with " 'Ere you are, sir, ‘ere you
are, and you nod the lady ‘1l get in the

first row If you look sharp when you
pass the door."

“Gee-rusalem,” 1 muttered as we
dropped Into the Interstices left by
the departing boys, “a good halt hour
to walt—or more."

But, after all, T found the waliting
far from rediouns.

Hawkers of frult and chocolate pays-
ed along the line, Anding ready buyers
among the walting patrons of the pit,
and every few minutes some new
vaudeville faker out of work would
come nlong ti entertnin the crowd
with tumbling, dancing, sloglng or imi-
tations. First a juggler nppeared, and
when a bobby sent him spinning faster
than his plates and balls & contortion-
fat took his place, spread a ragged car-
pet mat and began to turn himself in-
side out while the newsboys and shop
girls going bome from work shouted
encouragement and appreclation. Fi-
nally the bobby ordered him to “move
on," but not untll n generous shower
of pennles had fallen oo the mat. The
next mnan to appear carrled a valise
from which he produced wigs, crim-
pled hair and several false noses, His
entertalnment conslsted of imitatlons
of composers, “famous,” he called
them, but “Infamous” they really were
He was not ¢ncournged, elther, for the
pit Une knew good from bad and
wasn't to be parted from its pennles
without proper value in return,

The crowd was genlnl, orderly, well
dressed, and when the doors were
opened finally 1 expected a headlopg
rush,  But there was not the slightest
suggestion of a scramble—a lttle con.
gestion naturally at the narrow en-
tronce, where n smiling, good natured
bobby remarked quite plensantly:

“Now, then, go easy—just the same
43 you went into church lnst Sunday—
If you did go."

Then a short passage up a flight of
narrow stalrs, past a little cubbyhole
where the tickets are handed out after
you have duly deposited your two-and-
slx, into the theater and ready for the
play.

A Healthful Costuma.

When the Fraser highlanders landed
in North America In 1757, It was pro-
posed to chnnge the dress on nccount
of the cold winters and hot summers,
The oficers successfully opposed this
and were ultimately justified by the
highlanders being the heslthiest sol-
diers In the army. In the campalgn in
Holland in 1794 some reglinents lost as
many a8 300 from disense, but the
Black Watch, which had 300 recrults
in Its riuks, had ouly twenty-five cas-
urities, Includiog the killed {n battle.

After the Carouse.

Firat Reveler—I say, old man, your
wife won't do a thing to you when she
smells the whisky., Second Reveler—
When I'th near ber 1 hold my breath.
Firat Reveler—You won't be able to.
It's too etrong.—Boston Transcript.

The Way It Goss.
“This is an odd way girls bave of
getting into soclety.™
“How Is it odd ¥
“Why, to get In they first have to
come out."—New York Journal

Let bim who would move the world
Grst move himself. -Socrates,

His Revenge.
“You shouldn't have proposed to
me,” she sald gently. “You might have
known I'd refuse you
“T did know," be suld savagely, “op
I wounldn't have proposed. " —RBaltimore

American.

-

Subscribe for

PALATKA
NEWS

$1.00 per Year
Six Months, 50c

If you go home at night and
find your wife talking to the neigh-
bor’s wife over the fence, and your
supper not prepared, don’t get an-
gry and accuse her of gossiping.
She is simply finding out the news.
Give her a year’s subscription to

the PALATKA NEWS and your

meals will always be ready.
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